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Account of William Dakin, a ftrange Fanatic. 
ILLIAM DAKIN is arefident of Cliff-Regis, about 


fix miles from Oundle, in Northamptonfhire ;_ he is 
not more than 45 years of age, though the coarfe, dirty habit 
which he conftantly wears, and the enormous length of his 
beard, which he fuffers to grow, only now and then clipping 
it with {ciffars, gives him a much older appearance. Nor 
was he always that filthy and extraordinary figure which he 
now appears, for his neighbours recolle& his being clean 
haved, and habited like other men.—He is not a native of 
Clif, but came out of Yorkthire to refide there, upon ob- 
taining a {mall eftate in that place. He is at prefent pofleffed 
of about 501. a-year in landed property, and is generally 
fuppofed to be worth money. There is no doubt of his 
being deranged ; yet, by thofe who beft know him, he is 
thought a fhrewd, cunning fellow. ; 

A tinker, who made his appearance fome years ago at Cliff, 
who was an occafional preacher, firft infe&ted the poor man 
with this enthufiaftic deliirum: for with his itinerant apoftle 
he formed a ftri& intimacy, and the warm imagination of the 
one being fermented by the canting of the other, Dakin 
began to fancy himfelf tobe Jefus Chrift. 

His fifter, Hannah Fatkner, who lived with him, did not 
ticape the contagion, and in their frenzy fits they have not 
untrequently run into the water till they were in danger of 
being drowned, calling onthe people “ to follow the Lamb ;” 
hay, once they proceeded with lighted torches to fet fire to 
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a hay rick : Such a&s of infanity caufed them at laf to be 
taken before a magiftrate, who advifed their friends to fend 
them to fome proper perfon to be taken care of, and they 
were accordingly fent to Dr. Willis; they were, however, 
foon liberated, and fince that time Dakin has been more rea. 
fonable and cautious ; not but he ftill is occafionally poffeffed 
with the idea of his being the Saviour. 

Some time after he came home from Dr. Willis, he clothed 
himfelf in fackcloth, and attended at the parifh church, for 
the purpofe of receiving the facrament : the officiating 
curate, however, refufed him; upon which he made a vow 
that he would never enter it again; and, in order to haye 
fome place for public worflip, he built a meeting houfe, and 
procured a preacher to officiate in it ; but this only lafteda 
year, and is ndéw unconfecrated and literally metamorphofed 
into a dove-cot. 

The fums of money he has diftributed at Cliff are incre. 
dible, particularly in Lent, when the inhabitants from all 
the neighbouring villages for miles around would flock to his 
dwelling; fome were regaled with hot bread, cheefe, and 
beer; fome relieved with money, and others fent back with 
many admonitions and revilings. This expence he was the 
better enabled to afford by his ftri€t and unremitting attention 
to bufinefs, which is vending the turner’s ware of Cliff (for 
which it is much noted,) and the plated goods from Birming. 
ham, and by his farming. 

Yet notwithftanding he pretends to a life of holinefs and 
a fanftity of charafter, his morality, to fay the beft of it, is 
very fufpicious. Amongft his difciples, there is the wife of 
John Burrell, a turner, his fellow townfman, who has for 
many years refided with him, regardlefs of her hufband and 
family, which confifts of ‘four fons anda daughter, the eldeft 
about twenty-five, and the youngeft about twelve years of 
age. 
The occafion of his prefent perambulation is the death of 
his filter, whod ed fome months ago, leaving him a property 
of 2000]. to be diftributed to the poor. This filter in order 
to keep his vow, he would not fuffer to be buried by the 
clergyman, but interred her himfelt in his own meeting- 
houfe; her death has much affe@ed him, for he had perfuaded 
himfelf that neither of them could die! and he has qeter- 


mined to make a year’s pilgrimage to difpofe of her legacy. 
He fetof from Cliff. fome time ago, travelling fouth-weft, 
Ly Mary Barrell; they had three affes laden 
vare, plated goods, &c. which it sopeany at 
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fell exceffively dear. When afked at what time he fhould 
return home, he anfwered at Chriftmas, but he rather thought 
never, as by Chriftmas he fuppofed the world would be at an 
end. His fifter’s fate bore fo hard upon hin, that he has neg- 
lefted to cultivate his land fince that period ; the wheat crop 
indeed was in the ground when the died, and this he has com- 
mifioned one John Nut, of Cliff, to harveit, that if he re- 
turns he may give it to the poor. The reft of his land is 
lying ufelefs and untenanted.—His political opinions are 
dubious, for he has appeared at the head of two or three 
mobs; one particularly at Oundle, when the fupplementary 
militia was balloted for. 








Account of an Indian Village in Fohnftone’s Strart. 


vey 


[From Vancouver’s Voyage to the Pacific Ocean. } 


HE next morning fhewed the village in our neighbour- 

hood to be large, and from the number of our vifitors 
itappeared to be very populous. Thefe brought us the fkins 
of the fea-otter, of an excellent quality, in great abundance, 
which were bartered for fheet copper and blue cloth; thofe 
articles being in the higheft eftimation among them. Moft 
of thefe people underftood the language of Nootka, though 
it did not appear to be generally fpoken. 

The Ty-cie, or chief of the village, paid us an early vifit, 
and received from mé fome prefents which highly delighted 
him. I underftood his name to be Cheflakees. He acknow- 
ledged Maquinna to be a greater chief; as he alfo did Wi- 
cananifh, but fo far as I could learn he did not confider him- 
{elf to be under the authority of either, 

On enquiring if Maquinna was at the village, he anfwered 
in the negative, faying they feldom vifited, and that jt was a 
journey of four days acrofs the land to Nootka Sound, 
which from hence towards the S. §. W. is about twenty 
leagues diftant. 

Accompanied by fome of the officers, Mr. Menzies, and 
our new gucft, Cheflakees, I repaired to the village, and found 
itpleafantly fituated on a floping hiil, above the banks of a 
fine frefh-water rivulet difcharging itfelf into a {mall creek or 
cove; it was expofed to a fouthern afpeét, whilft higher hills 
behind, covered with lofty pines, fheltered it completely from 
the northern winds; the houfes, in pumber thirty-four, 
were arranged in regular ftreets; the larger ones were the 
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habitations of tbe principal people, who had them decorated: 


with paintings and other ornaments, forming various figures, 
apparently the rude defigns of Yancy ; though it is by no 
means improbable they might annex fome meaning to the 
figures they defcribed, too remote, or hierogly phical, for our 
comprehenfion. The houfe of our leader, Cheflakees, was 
diftinguifhed by three rafters of ftout timber raifed above the 
roof, according to the architeéture of Nootka, though much 
inferior to thofe I had there feen in point of fize; the whole, 
from the oppofite fide of the creek, prefented a very piftu. 
ref{que appearance. On our landing, three or four of the in- 
habitants only came down to receive us at the beach ; the reft 
quietly remained near their houfes. Thefe, Cheflakees in. 
formed me, were his near relations, and confequently re- 
ceived in the fhape of prefents, compliments from me, with 
which they feemed greatly pleafed. 

The houfes were conftruéted after the manner at Nootka, 
but appeared rather lefs filthy, and the inhabitants were 
undoubtedly of the fame nation, differing little in their drefs 
or general deportment. Several families lived under the 
fame roof ; but their fleeping apartments were feparated, and 
more decency feemed to be obferved in their domeftic 
ceconomy, than I recolleéted to be the praétice at Nootka. 
The women, who in proportion appeared more numerous, 
were varioufly employed; fome in their different houfehold 
affairs, others in the manufaéture of their garments from bark 
and other materials; though no one was engaged in making 
their woollen apparel, which I very much regretted. The 
fabrication of mats, for a variety of purpofes, and a kind of 
bafket, wrought fo curioufly clofe as to contain water like an 
earthen veffel, without the leaft leakage or drip, comprehended 
the general employment of the women, who were not lefs 
induftrious than ingenious. 

As inquiries into the laudable ingenuity of others are not 
to be fatisfied in the civilized world without fome expence, 
fo inveftigation of the like nature amongft the uncultivated 
regions were not to be had in this fociety without due ac- 
knowledgments, which were folicited by thefe female art!- 
fans in every houfe we entered ; and fo.abundant were their 
demands, that although I confidered myfelf amply provided 
for the oceafion, with beads, hawks’-bells, and other trinkets, 
iny box, as wet as my pockets, and thofe of the gentlemen 
who were of the party, were foon nearly empty. At the 
conclufion of this vifit we were entertained at the houfe ot 

an elderly chief, to whom Cheflakees and every — per- 
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fon paid much refpet,with a fong ky.no means unmelodious, 
though the performance of it was r@@tered exceflively favage 
by the uncouth geftures and rude ations accompanying it, 
fmilar to the repreféntations I had before feeh at Nootka. 
The fong being finifhed we were each prefenied with a ftrip 
of fea-otter’s fkin, the diftribution of which occupied fome 
time; after this ceremony a fong from the ladies was ex- 
pected; and, during this interval, I obferved in the hands of 
the numerous tribe that now furrounded us, many fpears 
pointed with iron, clubs, large knives, and other weapons, 
with which they were not furnifhed on our firft approach to 
the village. I was not altogether fatished with this change 
in their appearance, though I had -very reafon to beiteve 
their intentions were of the moft inoffenfive nature, and that 
it was moft probable they had thus» produced their arms to 
thew their wealth, and to imprefs us with an idea of their 
confequence ; I deemed it however molt advifable to with- 
draw, and, having diftributed the few remaining articles we 
had referved, Cheflakees was informed I was about to return; 
onwhich he, with his relations who had attended us through 
the village, accompanied us to the fandy ifland, whither I 
went to obferve its latitude. 

Some few others of the Indians attended us on this occa- 
fion, whofe behaviour being orderly and civil, they were 
permitted to aflemble round me whilft obferving ; they were 
exceflively amufed with the effeéts of the fun’s rays through 
the reading glafs; and the extraordinary quality of the 
quickfilver ufed for the purpofe of an artifical horizon, af- 
forded them the greateit entertainment until our bufinefs was 
ended, when they in a very friendly manner took leave, and 
confirmed me in the opinion, that the martial appearance they 
had affumed was purely the effeé of oftentation. 

In moft of the houfes were two or three mufkets, which 
by their locks and mounting appeared to be Spanifh; Chef. 
lakees had no lefs than eight in his houfe, all kept in excele 
lent order; thefe, together with a great variety of other Eu. 
topean commodities, 1 prefumed were procured immediately 
ftom Nootka, as, on pointing to many of them, they gave us 
tounderftand they had come trom thence; and in their com. 
mercial concerns with us, they frequently explained that their 
kins would fetch more at Nootka than we chofe to offer. 
Their total number we eftimated at about five hundred. ° 
They were well verfed in the principles of trade, and carried 
ton ina very fair and honourable manner. Sea-otter {kins 


were the chief objeéts of our people’s traffic, who purchafed 
nearly 
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nearly two hundred in the courfe of the day. Mr. Menzies 
informed me that thefe had been procured at leaft 100 per 
cent. dearer than when he vifited the coat on a former 
occafion, which manifeftly proved that either a farplus quan- 
tity of European commodities had been fince imported into 
this country, or, more probably, that the avidity thewn by 
the rival adventurers in this commerce, and the eagernefs of 
an unreftrained throng of purchafers from different nations, 
had brought European commodities into low eftimation. 
Iron was become a mere drug, and when we refufed them 
fire-arms and ammunition, which humanity, prudence, and 
policy direéted to be withheld, nothing but large ‘heets of 
copper, and blue woollen cloth, engaged their attention in a 
commercial way ; beads and other trinkets they accepted as 
prefents, but they returned nothing in exchange. 

Thefe were the principal circumftances that occurred to 
me in our fhort vifit to this ftation. The farther and more 
general obfervations that fell under my notice, ref{peéting the 
very extraordinary region we had lately paffed through, and 
which were not noticed in the narratives of the feveral par. 
ties who were employed in exploring it, I fhall hereafter 
briefly flate, with fuch reflections as are confequent thereon. 





Anecdotes of Philip Egalite, late Duke of Orleans. 
By one who knew him intimately. 


HIS extraordinary and daring perfonage prefented, in 

his rapid defcent from rank and fortune to the platform 
of a guillotine, perhaps the moft fingular compound of am- 
bition and degradation, vanity and folly, courage and auda- 
city, that ever marked the tablet of a checquered fortune. 
Early in life, with all the fubtlety of a courtier, and all the 
mraces of a polifhed gentleman, ‘he flarted forward on the 
circling luftre of the French throne, with a degree of fplen- 
dour that dazzled every contemporary. Philip was aman ot 
much fhrewdnefs, with a f{pecies of effrontery which has 
frequently been known to fupply every defeét of mind and 
education. He was, however, deficient in neither the one 
nor the other. His intelleéts were vivid, his propenfities 
ardent, and his thinking faculties peculiarly marked with 
penetration; while, under the {pecious femblance of agay 
and fafcinating exterior, he concealed an imagination at once 
bold, tertile, and ambitious, 
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His figure was eafy and graceful, his voice pleafing, and 
his countenance always exhibited a {mile of apparent fatis- 
fa@tion. .In his converfation, he was peculiarly entertaining; 
and his wit, at all times, kept pace with his vivacity. 

During ‘the early years of the reign of Louis XVI. Phi- 
lip (then Duc de Chartres), was confidered as a brilliant orna- 
ment tothe French court; he was the conftant attendant at 
all the private parties. of the lovely, but unfortunate, An- 
toinette; and every. mark of high diftin&tion was heaped 
upon the friend and kinfman of her illuftrious confort. 
This partiality continued with undiminifhed warmth till the 
myfterious affair of the diamond necklace. Upon this 
myfteriqus. tranfaftion, the Duc de Chartres {poke more 
freely than was confiftent wuh courtly politenefs, or even 
fafe under the reftri€tions of a defpotic government, The 
boldnefs of the opinions which he ventured to promulgate, 
both at Verfailles and Paris, was little calculated to ftrengthen 
adomeflic chain, or to gratify the ambitious fpirit of his 
powerful. Sovereign. 

The Queen from-that period began to look cool upon her 
coufin of Chartres; while he, in his turn indulged his talent 
for fatire with an unreftrained feries of domeitic.and political 
farcafms. Antoinette, who had never been accuftomed to 
any looks but thofe of admiration, to any founds but founds 
of praife, repelled the attacks of Philip with contempt and 
fcorn, until the concealed refentment of both parties broke 
forth, overturned all the barriers of politenefs, and finally 
deftroyed all the bonds of confanguinity. 

It was now that De Chartres avowed his abhorrence of 
her whom he always farcaftically termed ma belle coufine; it 
was his pleafure and his labour to ridicule even her moft par- 
donable follies, fuch as the gatete de caur of a lovely 
woman, and that woman the idol of the moft gallant court in 
Europe, authorifed. Every thing was now {wayed by ftrong 
party {pirit; the Palais Royal, the refidence of Philip, and 
the palace of Verfailles, were the fcenes of political cabal. 
Lampoons, farcafins, caricatures, box-mots, and petites chan. 


Sons, were handed about in derifion; while the court-party, 


by hourly augmenting hoftilities, hoped to humble the vanity, 
and tarnifh the popularity, both of the Queen and the Duc 
de Chartres. 

As Philip funk in the brilliant hemifphere, the Polignacs 
rofe into unbounded fplendour. The Ducheffe was a wo- 
man of infinite finefe; fhe knew that the foul of Antoinette 
was devoted to pleafure, and fhe was the prieftefs of that tem- 
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ple which the idol then inhabited. De Chartres aimed his 
arrows of fatire at the new favourite; they were repelled 
and again returned with newly acquired powers to wound the 
Queen’s tranquility, 

Philip foon after made a vifit to England. He was re. 
ceived with open arms in the very higheft circles. He was 
the bon vivant, the princely companion; aided by all the 
powers of fortune, and gifted with a mind that could fo re. 
gulate his temper, asto make him all things toall people. 
He had, during feveral years, been the friend (in the warmeft 
acceptation of the word) of the then celebrated Mrs. Elliot; 
he had furnifhed his matfon de campagne in the Englith 
fafhion ; his domeftics, his drefs, his horfes, were all Englith; 
and every thing he either faid or did feemed in oppofition to 
the court of Verfailles. 

Thus he continued to pique and to Jaugh at the power ‘of 
Antoinette, till the period of his building the Place de Pa. 
jais Royal. The ground marked out for this fuperb range of 
manfions encroached on the public walks of thofe gardens 
which had fo long been the delight of the Parifian populace, 
The plan was received with difguft; the Queen took par 
with the people; and once, at court, in fpeaking to the Duc 
de Chartres on the fubjeét, fhe farcaftically remarked, 
** You will eafily build your new houfes, for all Paris will 
throw ftones at you!” The Duke received this fharp re 
proof with filent indignation, and inftantly retired, uttering 
** curfes, not loud, but deep.” 

The poifon of fecret enmity continued to {pread its influ- 
ence fo rapidly that, for the moft trivial offences, De Char- 
tres was twice exiled to his ¢erre, though only for fhort pe- 
riods. Still the humiliation was poignant, as proceeding 
from the influence of an avowed enemy. Philip had, by 
this time, imbibed the very effence of liberty ; and his bold, 
rcfentful fpirit inflin@tively rebelled under the repeated 
fcourgings of a defpotic ruler. His wealth was enormous; 
his refources fcarcely exhauftible: he lived in the mo 
avowed and {plendid routine of prodigal fenfuality ; and 
it is well known that many of the moft illuftrious Englifh 
partook of the feftivities of the Palais Royal and Mouceau, 
though they have fince been the moft forward in eyecrating 
the conduét of Egalite. 

This fketch comes from one, who during many years 
witnefled the progrefs of revolutionary principles undere 
mining the defpotifm of the French government. 
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A SINGULAR TALE, 


HE following is a very fingular but a very true relation 
of an affair which happened fome years fince in one of 
the French provinces. 

A man of fafhion paid his addreffes to a young lady of 
beauty, rank, and diftinguifhied merit. 

As there was a parity in years, in fortune, and in fituation, 
the lady received her gallant with the accuftomary con- 
defcenfion females feldom withhold from thofe whom 
they are taught to pronounce upon an equality with thems 
felves, , 

The parents of the young lady, however, from whatever 
motive, difapproved of the match. The gentleman pleaded 
—but in vain: and finding it impoffible to overcome the aged 
obftinacy of the parents, he refolved to folicit his charmer’s 
confent to enter into the holy bands of matrimony, without 
any farther confuliation with the parents, who feemed fo res 
folutely to perfift in a denial. ; 

Having fully explained himfelf on this head, the young 
lady, after recovering from a confufion which, ever on thefe 
occafions, is vilible amongft the virgin fair, confented to bes 
come his wife; they were wedded, and the marriage kept a 
profound fecret. 

It happened, after a few years had elapfed, that the haf. 
band was obliged to leave his lovely bride, being catled into 
aforeign country in order to adjuft fome family affairs, which 
required his immediate prefence. The neceflity was no lefs 
urgent than difagreeable to both parties; however, they per- 
mitted their good fenfe to operate, and after vowing mutual 
afeftion and fidelity, parted in certain expe@ation of feeing 
ach other, at a time when fuch an alteration fhould take 
place as might afford them an opportunity of living in a 
manner every way becoming an happy and virtuous wedded 
pair, 

For fome time they correfponded; but the hufband being 
obliged to crofs feveral tempeftuous feas, did not receive fuch 
requent anfwers to his epiftiles as he had reafon to expeét. 
This he attributed to the difference of climate, rendering a 
regular corre{pondence altogether impraéticable; and as he 
imagined his letters had mifcarried, he refolved for the pre 
fent to defift from writing; not relifhing the idea of having 
his fentiments canvafled over by indifferent ftrangers, or per 
aps Captious enemies, 
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_ Another reafon which induced him to lay afide for the 
prefent all thoughts of continuing an epiftolary correfpon. 
dence, was the profpect he had of thortly returning to 
France, where the prefence of his amiable confort would in. 
finitely exceed all idcal interviews, and make ample amend; 
for every pang his heart had undergone. 

It is now time that we fhould return to the lady. 

, As the poffeffed a confiderable fhare of youth and beauty, 
it was not to be fuppofed. fhe could long remain without a 
train of admirers. Her parents who never dreamt about 
their daughter’s previous marriage, became each day more 
anxious to feleét a perfon whofe mental and perfonal endow. 
ments might, in their eflimation, render him worthy their fa. 
vourite daughter’s hand and heart. 

Several years had now rolled on, without the lady’s hear. 
ing a fyllable of her real hufband. At laft the fatal news 
arrived that he was now no more, 

The lady was inconfolable, but fhe found it prudent to 
fiifle her griefs, that fhemight obliterate the {mallet degree 
of fufpicion. 

When fhe had paid every tribute confiftent with refleftion 
to the memory of her departed Jord, a gentleman was pro- 
pofed by her parents for her approbation, and the good old 
people were fo prejudiced in favour of the perfon they bad 
introduced, that they gave their daughter to underftand their 
happinefs depended on her compliance. 

The young lady, who thought herfelf entirely at liberty 
to commit a fecond trefpafs upon Hymen, after fome little 
hefitation confented. The nuptials were celebrated; the 
lady, if not happy, was placid, and ferenely content ; the 
parents were delighted; the bridegroom was enraptured; 
and all were jocund, all were fprightly. 

For four years this newly married couple lived in perfet 
harmony : but at length an intermitting fever feized the lady ; 
the phyficians were baffled, and fhe, to all appearance, paid 
the debt due to nature. She was buried with pomp, and 
every reverence fhewn to her memory the cuftom of the 
country would admit of. 

During her laft iblnefs, her former hufband, whom we left 
abroad, had returned; and, after making the neceflary e0- 
quiries, was informed of every circumflance we have related 
above. 

As he was unwilling to furprife her whilft the combated 
with ficknefs, he had employed atrufly perfon to make him 
acguainted with cach particuJar of her cafe; and the — 
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thenews of her death reached his ears, a frantic wildnefs 
feized his foul, and he refolved to receive no manner of fuf- 
tenance, but to bury himfelf amongftt the mould wl hich lay 
lightly on her breaft, and thus pine out the fhort remaining 
period of his exiltence. 

Full of this rcfolution, he repaired, the night fhe was 
buried, to her tomb, and, after digging up the earth, -dif- 
covered her coffin, fetched a deep figh, and was about to 
fretch his wearied limbs, when, to his confternation, afto- 
nifhment, and affright, he perceiv ed figns of life. He tore 
open the coffin, and found it even as he fulpected. His wife 
was almoft fuffocated : he {natched her up in his arms, con- 
veyed her tothe houfe of a neighbouring friend, had hes put 
into a warm*bed, and in a few weeks fhe was perfe&lly re- 
ftored to hife and health. 

As fhe had a real affe€tion for her firft hufband, fhe made 
no {cruple of choofing him for her companion; but as the 
affair foon made a prodigious noife throughout the country, 
the fecond hufband, who alfo doated on her to diftraftion, no 
fooner was informed of the particulars, than he attempted to 
force her to live with him ; the prior claimant as refolutely 
perfiled in keeping Herto himfelf. In fhort, a law fuit was 
commenced :.the moft learned advocates in France were em- 
ployed : a redundancy of erudition was difplayed, and, after 
being litigated for a confiderable length of time, a folemn 
decifion was given in favour of the gentleman who had firft 
married her, 

This ftory has fo much the air of fable and romance,’ that 
to leave an impreflion of its truth on the minds of our readers, 
we tha!l inform them, that the French lawyers have feleéted 
allthe famous trials, with the decifions which have been 
given in their courts for a feries of years. 

This work, which is contained in feveral folio volumes, is 
entitled, “* Les Caufe Celebres.” The above very extraor- 
dinary relation is recited therein, together with all the fubtie 
and ingenious arguments ufed by the oppofite advocates for 
the different hufbands. So that there can be little doubt of 
the truth of a narrative fo extremely well authenticated. 





_ | eee 
A REFLECTION. 


OUTH isthe proper time to form good habits ; young 
men fhould therefore always be employed tn improv ing 


themfelves, purfuing with pleafure every thing praife. 
2 worthy, 
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worthy, according to the ftations they are in. To be honef 
and induftrious is the foundation of all human happinefs 
without which no one can expeét a blefling from Providence: 
They are alfo required to be affable and good-natured, to be 
modeft in their difcourfe and behaviour ; thus they will get 
a habit of pleafing, which will gain them many friends, and 
be very inftrumental to their future fuccefs. 





THE HAPPY MONK. 
AN EXTRACT OF A LETTER SENT BY A FATHER TO HIS SON, 


Lyons, 7th September, 1787, 


MONG the other obje&ts of attention recommended 
to ftrangers who vifitthis great city, is the monaftery 
of the Cartreufe, and particularly their fine church, de. 
dicated to John the Baptift. I went accordingly, and made 
the ufual round of the buildings, fculpture, paintings, &c. 
and was indeed much gratified with what was fhewn. But 
I could not help feeling, and exprefling a with to fee and 
converfe with one of that fecluded and fevere fraternity; 
and I was happy enough to obtain full fatisfaétion. Our 
guide conduéied us to one of the father’s fequeftered cells, 
and knocked. It was immediately opened, and we were an- 
nounced as firangers from England. The good man came 
forth, and courteoufly invited us in. He had juft finifhed his 
folitary dinner, and being Friday it had been peculiarly 
meagre; butan air of habitual refignation and contentment 
was fettled on his forchead, and {poke jn his eyes. He was 
rather below the middle fize, and apparently about 50 years 
old. Yetin fpite of the inroads of half a century, the un- 
couthnefs of his habit, and the aufterities impofed and 
praétifed by lis order, he exhibited a figure which difguife 
could not render aukward nor ungenteel, vigour and agility, 
which difcovered only the firft fymptoms of decay, and an 
urbanity and benevolence hardly to be expeéted in a convent. 
He condutted us into his antechamber. Every thing was 
{imple, but neat and clean. From thence, by a narrow paf- 
fage, into his library ; the paflage was ornamented by a well- 
chofen colleétion of. maps and prints. “ By means of 
thefe,”” fays the monk, pointing to a map, “ though con- 
fined to this f{pot, I travel like you from country to country, 
with this advantage on my fide, that Iam never incommoded 
by the weather, never obftruéted on the road, and never 
plagued 
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plagued with the extortion of publicans, and of the vile fry 
which {warm about inns and hotels.” 

The library was in. good order but wretchedly chofen ; 
had the choice refted with the monk it would have been 
better ; but there he found the books provided for him, and 
there he muft leave them to his fucceffor. From the window 
he pointed to his garden ; it is one of the beft fancied and 
furnifhed of its fize I ever beheld: thanks to himfelf for 
this, not to his order. The arrangement, the cultivation is 
allhisown. “* Are you fond of flowers ?” faid he to me. 
“ Yes, of feeing them grow.”—* Are pinks a fafhionable 
flower in England ?’’—‘* They are, and the new varieties are 
infinite.” —"' Will you do me the honour to accept of a 
little feed, of a fort or two which I reckon beautiful? Per. 
haps it may be a novelty in your country.” 

‘ Moft willingly, and if I live to fee the flower difclofe 
its beautiful tints, I will think of the peaceful retirement 
where I found the feed, and the gentle manner in which it 
was tendered me.” 

“ This,” fays he, “ is my favourite amufement ; it is an 
innocent one ; it is akin to our daily occupations, for it leads 
the mind to the good God, and has rather more variety than 
the repetition of our office.” 

‘ Yes,” replied I, “* and thus, in fpite of the mortifica- 
tions enjoined upon your order, you become the father of a 
numerous and beautiful offspring, and yet preferve your vow 
unfullied.” His eye beamed a {mile, but he faid nothing. 

‘ You muft have the goodnefs to defcend into my little 
garden, and give me your opinion of i.” 

With much pleafure, I rejoice to fee your fituation ad- 
mits of fo much happinefs.” 

‘lam very happy; I have no care but about another 
world ; I want nothing, and am never unemployed.” 

Thefe grapes are hardly ripe, but will you do me the 
favour to tafte them ?”’ 

* They have a relifh which no grapes I ever tafted before 
could poffefs.”” He made me a bow, and the colour over- 
fpread his cheek. 





ACCOUNT ef MADAME DACIER. 


HIS lady, in her celebrated literary controverfy ree 
{peeling Homer, is faid to have received fuch fevere 


chagrin, that although fhe exploded much of it in her wri- 
tings, 
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tings, it abridged her days, and foured her difpofition. She 
prattifed a moft perfevering courfe of ftudy, and did not 
ittr from her houfe fix times a year. After pafling every 
morning in her ftudy, fhe defcended in the evening to re. 
ceive the vifits of her friends, and men of letters pRued 
themfelves in attending the levee of this literary queen. 

The manner by which fhe difcovered her genius for the 
learned languages is remarkable: Her father educated his 
fon, and his great wifh was to fee him excel in a critical 
knowledge of languages; but he grievoufly lamented his 
little application. Milfs Le Fevre, (afterwards) Madame 
Dacier) then not more than ten years old, was a daily witnefs 
of the vexation of her erudite father, and the forrows of her 
brother, who never could bring himfelf to relifh Latin, like 
his father. 

One day when her father had been in a violent paffion 
with her brother, Mrfs took him afide, and made a fine ha. 
rangue in favour of Latin fludies, and the duty he owed to 
papa. Old Le Fevre liftened to the converfation, and calling 
his daughter afide, afked if fhe felt a tafle for fludy. She 
replied, fhe thought nothing was more admirable than a Latin 
grammar. ‘The grey-headed pedant embraced her in rapture, 
put a grammar into her hands, and Mifs was a pedant in as 
fhort a time as ever pedant yet took to become Greekifed. 
The brother then caught fire at the illuftrious example of his 
fifter ; he applied himfelf vigoroufly to ftudy ; they emu- 
lated each other; commented on al} authors with great 
learning and little tafte (the brother had really not a folitary 
atom); and at length found themfelves at the head of the 
European learned. 


—_ 





NILE AND NIGER THE SAME RIVER. 


[By Arthur Browne, Efq. L.L. D. Senior Fellow of Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin, and Member in Parliament for that Univerfity.] 


SIR, 
ERODOTUS heard from certain Cyreneans, that on 
an expedition they made to the Oracle of Ammon, 
they had converfed with Etearchus, fovereign of the country, 
who informed them, that fome Nafamonians (a people wha 
inhabit the Syrtes) had related to him, that certain young 
men, fons of perfons of diftinéion, had fignalifed themfelves 
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by fome extravagance of conduét. Among other things, 
they deputed by lot five of their companions to explore the 
folitudes of Africa, and to endeavour at extending their dif- 
coveries beyond all preceding adventurers. 

After a long peregrination they came to acity wafhed bya 
great river, which flowed from eaft to weft, and abounded in 
crocodiles. This Etearchus conje&tured to be the Nile, 
which, fays Herodgtus, probability confirms. The Nile, 
continues he, certainly rifes in Lybia, which it divides; and 
if it be allowable to draw conclufions from things which are 
well known concerning thofle uncertain and obicure, it takes 
afimilar courfe with the Jeten, that is, from welt to fouthe 
eaft. 

In this opinion of Herodotus, that the Nile and the Niger 
were the fame river, the Grecians generally concurred. The 
Romans formed a different opinion, and the moderns have 
varied fo far as to believe, for many hundred years paft, that 
the Niger ran to the weftward, was the fame river with the 
Senegal or Gambia, and ran into the Atlantic Ocean. 

Mr. Park difcovered beyond a doubt that the Niger ran to 
the eaft, and, he fays, it abounds in crocodiles. Every mo- 
dern difcovery has proved, that where Herodotus formed an 
opinion, or {poke of a faét within his own knowledge, or de-« 
pending upon teftimony of which he could himfelf judge, 
that he has been right almoft univerfally. I have the ftrongeft 
faith in his rational accounts; and as to the irrational, he 
only reports them as fables. In fhort, I have fcarcely a 
doubt, I would fay not any whatever, if the wonderful in- 
genuity of Major Rennel would permit me, that the Niger is 
the Nile. 

Believe me, Mr. Editor, it will ere long be found to be the 
cafe, notwithftanding the very powerful and ingenious argu- 
ments of Major Rennel asto the levelof the river, and the 
contemporanous rife of their waters. Thofe difficulties, 
I believe, are capable of folution ; and if I had time and 
leifure I would communicate my reafons to you for thinking 
fo, which I hope to do hereafter. Butas I expect every mo- 
ment to be anticipated by the aétual difcoveries of fome ot | 
the later explorers of Africa fince Mr. Park’s expedition, 
who, as I have been told, are every day approaching to that 
opinion, I venture to prophefy now, that they will find it to 
be the cafe. It is impoflible for any man to have greater 
refpeét for Major Rennel than I have, but I cannot conceive 
a greater 
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a greater diffiulty, than to fuppofe, that the mighty river: 


Niger terminates in moraffes, lakes, or fands. 
A. BROWNE. 
Trinity College, Dublin, 
April 28, 1800, 





ON KNOWLEDGE. 
7 NOWLEDGE, though glorious in its meridian fplen- 


dour, works its progrefs into the human mind by ‘indi- 
reét, and almoft imperceptible approaches. Its courfe is 
flow and dubious, though facilitated by nature, harmonifed 
by individual concurrence, and, as it were, {purred on by 
natural defire ; for as genius, to arrive at maturity, requires 
the moft favourable circumftances, fo are the moft favourable 
opportunities requifite to convince us that our labours have 
not been ineffeétual, and that our anticipations were not 
merely the chimeras of an enthufiaftic imagination. The 
fatisfa€tion afforded by felf-approbation is cold and torpid 
compared with that which deliberate reafon beftows, pro- 
ceeding from the mind unfwayed by intereft, and by flattery 
unmoved. In proportion, then, as opportunities prefent 
themfelves for the difplay of mental acquirements, the mind 
admits conviétion, and imparts to itfelf validity, which, 
from the attendant circumftances, derive ftill a fuper-added 
weight, 

The natural curiofity of man impels him to refearch, and 
from the fame fource proceeds the ardour of the warrior, the 
ftatefman, and the poet. Inaétivity is incompatible with his 
imitative genius, and the energies of his foul are inceffantly 
excited by motives and objeéts innumerable, various, and re- 
condite. However difficult the fearch after knowledge may 
be, it is unqueftionably poffeffed of ftrong allurements, as 
few purfue it but from an independent impulfe. As we can 
judge of effeéts only from a previous acquaintance with their 
caules, fo of the progrefs of knowledge we can form no juft 
eftimate unlefs acquainted with its radical incitements ; for 
certain it is, that to chance or adventitious circumftances 
we owe the produétions of fome of our greateft authors. _ 

The ways of acquiring knowledge are various ; the prin- 
cipal, however, are analogy, demonftration, tuition, and in+ 
dufition. 


9 Curious 
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Curious Etymology of the Word « Lord.” 
ips etymology of the word Lord ({fays Mr. J. Coates) 


iswell worth obferving: for it was compofed of zllaf, 
“sJoaf of bread,”’ and ford, “to give or afford;’” fothat 
flaford, now Lord implies “ a giver of bread,” becaufe in 
tole ages {ach great men kept extraordinary houfes, and fed 
| the poor, for which reafon they were called givers of 
bead, a thing now much out of date; gweat men being fond 
{retaining the title, but few regarding the practice for 
yhich it was firft given. 





An ANECDOTE. 


N 1610 the {moking of tobacco was common at Conftan. 
tinople) To render the cuftom ridiculous a Turk, who 
ld been found fmoking, was conduéted about the ftreets 
wih a pipe transfixed through his nofe. Fora long time 
ther the Tarks purchafed tobacco, and that the refufe, from 
te Englith. It was late before they learned to cultivate the 
jaat themfelves. 





Diference between the fuperftitious and religious Perfon. 
{From Graves’s Sermons. ] 


Te fuperftitious man, when he approaches the obje& 
of his devotion, trembles with the awe of a flave before 
tyrannical mafter : the religious man feels the filial reve- 
pace of a fon for an indulgent father ; the one does his 
aty from a principle of fear, the other from that of love.— 
te fuperftitious man, like the hypocritical Jews, fo em- 
liically defcribed by the prophet, “* affliéts his foul, and 
"s down his head like a bull-rufh,” and exhibits every 
ternal mark of contrition and remorfe, and flatters him- 
F that he has done all-that is required of him.—The relia 
wsman, onthe contrary, “* deals out his bread tu the hun- 
PY. and brings the poor man that is caft out to his houfe ; 
thes the naked; and hides not himfelf from his own flefh.” 
4 the queftion, whether fuperftition itfelf be not lefs 
Feudicial to fociety than atheifm, Mr. Graves makes the 
ceeding obfervation : 

Aa athejft pofibly may be a good member of foeiety ; 
jycPetititions man probabty will be fo; but a truly reli- 
OL. XXXVI. 2A gious 
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gious man, at leaft (if I may add) a true Chriftian, certainly 
mutt be fo—a good citizen, a good fubjeét, a good father; ig 
fhort, a good man in every relation of life.” 





Anfwer, by Serjeant. Afh, of the Exminfler Volunteers, tg 
T. Jaruis’s Anagram, inferted May 19, 


IR and IRA, Sir, I think, 


Will reveal the words you hint. 





Aafwer, by T. Whicker, of Exeter, to Reclufe’s Enigma,is. 
Jerted June 2, 


HIP is the fubje& of your theme, 
KF Asin your lines is plainly feen. 


*+* We have received the like anfwer trom R. Thoma, 
of Exeter; R. Andrews, of Kingfbridge; and J. R. Tou 
min, of Barnftaple. 


Stee —_ 


A CHARADE, by Serjeant Field, of the late Fourth Dam 
Miktra, 


E fearching, prying youths, I find 
Nothing I.can conceal, 
But that your deep, fagacious thoughts, 
Doth quickly it reveal. 


In hidden things you take delight, 
To open them to view ; 

Then, if you will my firft unfold 
A dainty fifth pray thew. 


‘Tbe vocal groves next {crutinize, 
And there procure a tree, 

Thro’ winter's cold, or fummer’s drought, 
An evér-green ’twill be. 


Thefe two conneéted right you will 
A warlike frigate name, 
Whofe worthy Captain’s deeds have plac d 
Him on the liitof fame. 
’ 9 POETRY. 
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A Copy of Verfes compofed (unth fome Alterations) by a 
young Voman in humble Life, of Swimbridge, near Barn. 
flaple, on the melancholy Occafion of being deprived, in 
the early Part of Life, of Sight; accompanied with Thanks 
toher Jympathifing Friends, but particularly her worthy 
Benefador, a Clergyman, who refides near her lowly Cot, 


you who enjoy the giftto fee 

The glorious orb of day, 

Oh! witha fympathifing heart 
Lift to my artlefs lay. 


Whilfl I with keen affli€tion tread 
A pilgrimage of woe, 

Come lend to me your generous aid, 
And guide meas I go. 


Alas! I’m one by fortune crofs’d, 
As many round can tell ; 

In youth a tender parent loft, 
By fudden death he fell. 


Since which a year had {carce elaps’d 
*Till, painful to relate, 

Tin the midfiof blooming youth 
Met this my haplefs fate. 


What folly doth the mind poffefs! 
How low our nature falls! 

We meanly truft to earthly things, 
And kifs a chain that galls. 


Hopelefs, difpirited, I thought 

Of yielding to defpair; 

Kind Providence then interpos’d, 
And bade me well beware. 


*T was then a gentle whifper faid, 
I muft reprefs my griet ; 

Since too much care might lead me where 
I fhould find no relief. 


I muft not think my lot is hard, 
Norat my fate repine ; 

Great are my woes; but greater thofe 
OF a diftra&ed mind. 


Behold the maniacs in defpair ! 
How horrible their cry ! 
*Mid terrors drear their fleth they tear, 


And in a dungeon lie. 
Then 
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Then let me put my truft in Him 
Who is a refuge nigh ; ; 
My wand’ring thoughts He can reclaim, 
And ewry want fupply. 
Job, robb'd of all that he poffets’d, 
Refign’d his cares to God ; 
Efteem’d them bleffings in difguife, 
And hail’d the affliéting rod. 
Like him, with patience I'l] refign, 
And banifh ev’ry fear ; 
®*Tis Heav’n difpofes all events, 
Aad why. fhould we defpair ? 
Not far from this, my humble cot, 
: Refides a bleft divine ; 
why Wrofe merits,:traly good and great, 
In brilliant lettre thme. 
There flock the indigent, the poor, 
And have their wants fupply’d ; 
Well pleas’d he eondefcends to he 
My patron and my guide. 
Difcreetly wife, bis only pride 
His fuccour to impart ; 
His liberal hand befpeaks aloud 
A fy mpathifing heart. 
He oft explores the lowly latch 
OF thofe who moft complain ; 
And where he cannot cure, he’ll try 
To mitigate their pain. 
Mild and ferene his brow appears, 
When he a favour grants ; 
His earsare open to our pray’rs, 
But deaf to all our thanks. 


Ah! Reverend Sir, fhou’d I be mute, 
I fhoald be bately rude ; 

I fhould be guilty of the crime 
Of black ingratitude. 

At humble diflance let me kneel, 
And ever for him pray, 

Whole boundlels goodacfs merits all, 
Yea more than I can fay. 

Now for all this I furely may 
Prefume to call him, friend! 

On him, and his pofterity, 
May heavenly joys defend ! 

May that good angel who did firft 
Dire& him to my door, 

Cordo& him here, and after death 
To the celeftial fhore ! 

And let me thank each gen’rous friend, 
Whole fouls with pity move ; 

May they like him be bleft below, 
And crown’d lke bim above. 

And fhould they once perufe thefe lines, 
Sure they will pardoa grant ; 

Nor take offence at what / write, 
But thick of what] want. 
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